
arguments he requested the following miracles. Having starved his ass for three days, he was to 
bring him food at the same time that Saint Antony should come with the holy Eucharist; and if the 
beast, before touching his food, should fall down before the Blessed Sacrament, he would believe 
the Saint's words. At the appointed time, the Saint arrived with the Blessed Sacrament, accompa-
nied by many Catholics, and addressing the ass, which was held by Bonovillus, he said: "I com-
mand thee, in the name of thy Creator and my Saviour, whom I, although an unworthy priest, carry
at this moment in my hands, that you come, in all humility, and pay Him due honors." Bonovillus, 
at the same time, threw down the animal's food and called him to come and eat. But without touch-
ing the food, the ass fell down on his fore knees, and bent his head. The Catholics rejoiced at this 
incontestable miracle, but the heretics hid their heads and Bonovillus was converted. At Rimini, 
the chief seat of the heretics, he ascended the pulpit; but as no heretic would come and listen to 
him, the Saint went to the sea-shore, where just at that time many of them were standing, and 
called to the fishes to hear his words, as men would not be instructed. And behold! suddenly a 
great number of fishes raised their heads out of the water, as if to listen. Speaking for a short time 
of their Creator, he blessed and dismissed them. This miracle caused the heretics to listen more at-
tentively to St. Antony and to follow his admonitions.

At another time, he made the sign of the cross over a goblet filled with poison, and drank
it without being harmed. The cause of his doing this was that some heretics promised to return to 
the true Church, if he would drink the poison and not die. A perpetual miracle was the fact that, al-
though he preached only in one language, yet all his hearers understood him, no matter what might
be their nationality.

Who can count all the miracles God wrought through this Saint, or who can sufficiently 
praise the wonderful gifts with which he was graced? More than once it happened that at the same 
time when he was standing in the pulpit to preach, he appeared also in the choir and sang the les-
son of the daily office of the Church, which was pointed out to him. He prophesied many future 
events and knew by divine revelation many secrets of the heart. There lived, in a French city, a 
writer, who publicly led a most immoral life. St. Antony resided for some time in this city, and as 
often as he met this man, he bowed very low to him. The writer, on perceiving it, was greatly in-
censed, as he believed it was done by the holy man only to deride him: hence he reproached him 
with menacing words. The Saint, however, replied: "Be not surprised that I show such respect to 
you before others. I have long prayed God for the grace to die a martyr, but it has not been granted 
me. You, however, will receive this honor, and therefore I evince such particular respect for you." 
Although the writer laughed and made a mockery of this prophecy, yet the future showed that the 
Saint had spoken the truth. After the expiration of some time, this immoral man made a voyage to 
the Holy Land, in company with the Bishop of the city. On arriving there, he was seized by the 
Saracens, who demanded of him that he should deny his faith. He, however, remained firm in con-
fessing it, and after having been greatly tormented, he suffered the death of a martyr. 

After this wonder-working servant of God had filled all Italy and France with the fame 
of his miracles and conversions, God revealed to him his approaching last hour. He repaired to an 
isolated spot, and having prepared himself for his end, he returned very sick to Padua, received ex-
treme unction, recited the seven Penitential Psalms, and his usual prayer: "O Glorious Lady, &c." 
The divine mother appeared to him with the child Jesus, and the Saint conversed with them most 
lovingly until his pure soul went to the abode of the blessed. This took place in 1231, when he was
hardly 36 years of age. They desired to keep his death concealed from the people for some time, 
but the little children proclaimed it by calling out in the streets: "The Saint is dead." Thirty-two 
years later, when his holy remains were raised, his tongue was found entirely incorrupt. St. 
Bonaventure taking it in his-hand, said: "O blessed tongue, which always praised God and taught 
others how to praise Him! Now we have evidence how great thy merits were before God!" 
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Sunday June 16                                                                             4th Sunday After Pentecost
Confessions    12:30 pm                                                              (Ss. John Francis Regis, C)
Holy Mass        1:00 pm                   

Sunday June 23                                                                             5th Sunday After Pentecost
Confessions    12:30 pm                                                              
Holy Mass        1:00 pm   

CONTACTS:
    Most Rev. Mark Pivarunas, CMRI (402) 571-4404
    Fr. Adam Craig  (810) 404-3205  fr.adamcraig@gmail.com
    Fr Nino Molina  (320) 266-4914   frnmolina13@gmail.com
    St. Joseph’s Church (402) 332-7609   www.saintjosephofharmony.org

MASS INTENTIONS may be submitted to Father for a stipend of $25.00. If you wish a specific
date,  please submit well  in advance.  Mass Intention envelopes are available in the vestibule.  

MEAL VOLUNTEERS: There is a sign up sheet in the vestibule for the month of June to help
provide Father with a meal-to-go after Mass. Thank You to all those who have been assisting with
this Corporal Work of Mercy to feed the hungry and supporting your parish priest. 

T  HE LITANY OF THE   SACRED HEART   will be said after the recitation of the holy Rosary 
during the month of June. 

SECOND COLLECTION – BUILDING FUND for the month of June will be today. 

POTLUCK- After Mass, please join us downstairs for a potluck! All are invited! 

HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY to all the Dads in the parish and Father Craig, our Spiritual Father!

SCHOOL REGISTRATION PAPERS – Parents, please hand in your children’s registration pa-
pers for the upcoming school year by August 4th. Thank you! God bless you!

     St. Joseph’s Church Financial Statement 
                             Average Weekly Operating Costs:  $590 
                    Average 2024 Weekly Collection (year-to-date): $744

    Last Four Collections:  5/19 $791 5/26  $571 6/2 $1976 6/9 $471

St. Antony of Padua, Confessor
(June 13)

by Fr. Francis Xavier Weninger, 1877

St. Antony, who derived his surname from the city of Padua, in Italy, because he spent 
many years there in preaching the Gospel, was a native of Lisbon, in Portugal. He received, in 
holy baptism, the name of Ferdinand, and was very piously educated by his parents. No sooner 
had he become acquainted with the dangers of the world, than he, in the fifteenth year of his age, 
to be safe from temptation, went into the cloister of the regular Canons, which is not far from Lis-
bon, where he also made his religious vows. As, however, he was disturbed too much there by the
visits of his friends, he went, with the permission of his superiors, to Coimbra, into the monastery
of the Holy Cross. To this house came, one day, five friars of the Order of St. Francis, who were 
traveling to Africa to preach the Gospel to the Moors. They suffered martyrdom, however, soon 
after their arrival there, and their holy bodies were brought back to the monastery of the Holy 
Cross, at Coimbra, and solemnly interred in the church attached to it. Antony, hearing how fear-
lessly these martyrs had preached the true faith and had suffered for Christ's sake, conceived an 
intense desire to preach the Gospel to the heathen and to give his life for the word of God. Hence,
he determined to enter the Order of St. Francis, that he might have an opportunity to gratify the 
wishes of his heart.

After much hardship, he was at length, when 20 years of age, received into the Order, 
and after his novitiate, he obtained permission to sail for Africa and preach the Gospel to the 
Saracens. Scarcely had he arrived there, when God proved him by a severe sickness, which ex-
hausted all his strength, and forced him to return to Spain. The ship, however, in which he em-
barked for home, encountered contrary winds, and instead of going to Spain, was driven to Sicily.
No sooner had he set foot on land, than he heard that St. Francis, the holy founder of his order, 
had called a general chapter at Assisium. He immediately went thither, in order to receive the 
blessing of the Saint, which was cheerfully given. When the assemblage dispersed, not one 
among the superiors was found willing to be burdened with Antony, who was greatly enfeebled 
by his long illness, and moreover, was thought to be not quite sane. The Father Provincial of the 
Roman province was at last moved with compassion, and sent him to a house called Mount St. 
Paul, which was situated in a wilderness. There St. Antony lived a most austere life, performing 
the most humble labor, and occupying all his other time with prayers and holy meditations.

After passing several years in this manner, he was sent with a few other religious to 
Forli to be ordained priest. The guardian of the monastery requested the Dominican priests, who 
had also assembled there, that one of them should make an exhortation or deliver a short sermon. 
As they all excused themselves from so doing, he said, more in jest than in earnest, that brother 
Antony should speak to those assembled. Antony obeyed, and delivered so eloquent a sermon that
all were astonished at his knowledge and ability, as, until now, they had deemed him one of the 
least gifted. Not willing that his extraordinary talent should any longer be hidden, St. Francis 
himself had him ordained priest, and gave him a double employment, namely, to instruct his 
brethren in theology and also to preach. The duties of both functions were discharged by him, 
with great credit to himself and an indescribable benefit to others. He converted the most hard-
ened sinners by his sermons, and among others induced twenty-two murderers to do penance and 
change their wicked course of life. The heretics he convinced so thoroughly of their errors, that 
they could not withstand him, on account of which he was called the "Hammer of the heretics."

Many of them he converted to the true faith, among whom was Bonovillus, who had de-
nied the substantial presence of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. Not able to reply to Antony's
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