
What a Good Shepherd! And, to accomplish this, what does He do for each one of us? 
He not only leads us by His almighty power and goodness towards heaven, but He also offers 
Himself up daily for us all in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. "A good shepherd," says our Lord, 
"protects his sheep." And Christ promised His powerful protection to His Church, which is the 
flock of the Good Shepherd, when He said: "The gates of hell shall not prevail against her;" nor 
shall they prevail against any of His children who make use of those weapons and means of salva-
tion which He intrusted to them.

Yes, the most holy name of Jesus alone protects us triumphantly in every danger that 
threatens our salvation, for no one shall be conquered or lost who pronounces with confidence this 
holy Name, and with it calls for help. For, to protect and save us, Jesus gave His life, and the last 
drop of His blood. This Christ did for us His children, His sheep. Never has an earthly shepherd 
done a work like this; never could it have been done. Where was there ever found a shepherd who 
was wounded and slain for his sheep? Yet Christ was wounded and slain for us! "He has delivered 
Himself for me," can every soul exclaim gratefully and lovingly with St. Paul? For me, He was 
born one cold winter's night; for me, He fled into Egypt; for me, He remained working in 
Nazareth; for me, He bore all the toils of His apostolic life; for me, He was scorned, scourged and 
crucified! What a Good Shepherd!

A good shepherd guards his sheep; but still, at the last, every sheep becomes the prey of 
death. Christ, the Good Shepherd, calls to us: "He that believeth in Me, although he be dead, shall 
live." Death, since Christ has redeemed us, is no longer to us what death is to a sheep, namely, de-
struction. No; through Christ, the Lamb of God, sacrificed for us, we have a right to exclaim: "O 
death! where is thy sting?"

Oh, the goodness our Shepherd shows to us, especially if we consider the relationship in 
which this Good Shepherd stands to us! As Shepherd, He is at the same time our Father, who has 
made us children of God. He is our Brother, and a Brother who has taken to Himself our nature, 
and elevated it above the choirs of angels. He is our Friend, and what a Friend! He gave His life 
for us! He is our King, and how generous, how wise, how grand a Monarch, who will place us all 
on thrones! He is our Bridegroom, and what a union awaits us with Him in the joys of heaven!

Let us follow Him like good sheep, that He may lead us into the fields and meadows of 
Paradise! Amen!
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Sunday   April 14                                                                                          2  nd   Sunday After Easter  
Confessions    12:30 pm                                                                                     (St. Justin, M)
Holy Mass        1:00 pm

Sunday   April 21                                                                                          3  rd    Sunday After Easter  
Confessions    12:30 pm                                                                                 (St. Anselm, BCD)
Holy Mass        1:00 pm
CONTACTS:
    Most Rev. Mark Pivarunas, CMRI (402) 571-4404

    Fr. Adam Craig  (810) 404-3205  fr.adamcraig@gmail.com
    Fr Nino Molina  (320) 266-4914   frnmolina13@gmail.com
    St. Joseph’s Church (402) 332-7609   www.saintjosephofharmony.org

MASS INTENTIONS may be submitted to Father for a stipend of $25.00. If you wish a spe-
cific date, please submit well in advance. Mass Intention envelopes are available in the vestibule. 

MEAL VOLUNTEERS: There is a sign up sheet in the vestibule for the month of April to
help provide Father with a meal-to-go after Mass. Thank You to all those who have been as-
sisting with this Corporal Work of Mercy to feed the hungry; and supporting your parish
priest. 

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND *postponed until OCTOBER* is being coor-
dinated by Fr. Benedict Hughes. Please see flyer in the vestibule and contact Fr. Benedict if 
interested.

SILENT AUCTION – In April, there will be a silent auction held to help support the Sisters and 
the Academy. If you have any items you would like to donate for this event, please see Sr. Mary 
Michaela, CMD.

                                          St. Joseph’s Church Financial Statement 
                             Average Weekly Operating Costs:  $590 
                    Average 2024 Weekly Collection (year-to-date): $656

    Last Four Collections: 3/17 $1,051 3/24  $726  3/31  $0  4/7 $1,202

Good Shepherd Sunday 
by Fr. Francis Xavier Weninger, 1876

"I am the Good Shepherd."--John 10.

In today's Gospel Jesus calls Himself the Good Shepherd, and well does the title become 
Him. Many other names are given to our Lord in Holy Writ. He is called "God" and "Lord," the 
"Father of the Family," the "Promised Messiah," the "Saviour and Redeemer of His People." That 
He deserves them all, every well-instructed Christian readily understands; for He is, indeed, both 
God and Lord the Father of the family, which, as Messiah, He has redeemed and saved.

One name, however, is especially applicable to Him, that of the "Good Shepherd." Christ
calls Himself, emphatically, the Good Shepherd; and it is profitable for us to consider what this ti-
tle of Christ means, as the elect are frequently typified by our Lord and His Prophets as sheep. The
more clearly, then, we realize what the shepherd is to the sheep, the more ready and willing shall 
we be to follow Christ, our Good Shepherd, as His faithful sheep. Let us, therefore, today consider 
Christ as the Good Shepherd, and reflect on the qualities that entitle Him to this appellation.

Christ calls Himself the Good Shepherd, and such indeed He is. To prove this, we need 
only think of the attributes which Christ mentions as belonging to a good shepherd. The first of 
these is: "To know his sheep." Every good shepherd, of course, knows his sheep; but none know 
their flock so well as Christ knows His. Even the most careful shepherd is not always able to rec-
ognize a sheep that has strayed from the flock, so that he may lead it back to the fold. Christ, how-
ever, as Good Shepherd, knows every human soul which He redeemed, and knows it better than 
the soul knows itself He knows every one. He knows the thoughts, the words, the wishes, and the 
actions of each all his good and all his evil inclinations. He has a thorough and complete knowl-
edge of each and every man.

A good shepherd calls his sheep, that they may remain near him, and not stray away 
from the flock and the good pasture; and the sheep know His voice. How perfectly Christ pos-
sesses all the qualifications of a Good Shepherd! An inner and an outer voice is continually calling 
us. He admonishes, instructs and guides us by His voice. We hear it in the depth of our heart, 
through the inspirations of His grace, and we hear it, too, in the admonitions and warnings of those
whom He has installed as His vicars upon earth.

Happy are we it we listen to this voice, if we follow it, and avoid the dangers which 
threaten our salvation! Happy are we if, when tempted, we make use of all those means of evading
the persecutions of Satan which Christ points out to us! The good shepherd loves his sheep, and 
goes before them. How admirably our Lord fullills this duty to us! "I am the way," He cries to us, 
"follow Me." "I am the Truth and the Life."

The path of virtue and perfection lies before us, glorious in the light ot our Lord's exam-
ple an example of the perfect fulfillment of the great commandment of loving God above all things
and one's neighbor as one's self. If we but follow the voice of Christ, it will guide us in the way of 
salvation, into the best, the most nourishing of meadows, which is His Holy Word--the instructions
and the graces which He imparts to us through His Church. How refreshing, strengthening and de-
licious is this pasture! Nor is this all; but He does for us what no other shepherd does for his sheep,
He sacrifices Himself for us, and nourishes its, soul and body, with His sacramental flesh and 
blood.
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