
There were at court many who, on account of her great charity, laughed at and derided 
her; some even accused her of extravagance. Elizabeth, however, did not allow herself to be di-
verted from her deeds of kindness, and the Landgrave dismissed her accusers with indignation, 
probably because he perceived that the more charitable his spouse was, the more he was blessed 
with temporal goods. Hence he not only abstained from disturbing her in her kind deeds, but as-
sisted her in them as long as he lived. He ended his life in a crusade, in which he joined with sev-
eral other Christian princes in order to conquer the Holy Land from the infidels. Elizabeth grieved 
deeply when the news of his death reached her, but submitted to the will of the Almighty, saying: 
"It is known to Thee, O my God, that I loved no one on this earth more than my husband; not only 
because he was my husband, but also because he loved Thee with his whole heart. But as it has 
pleased Thee to call him, I am well contented with Thy holy will; and if I could, against Thy de-
cree, raise him from the dead by reciting one Pater Noster, I would not do it. I only beg of Thee to 
give him eternal peace, and bestow upon me the grace to serve Thee faithfully until the end of my 
days." After this heroic submission to the will of God, she caused many masses and prayers to be 
said for the deceased, gave large alms to the poor, divested herself of her royal robes, and, though 
but twenty years old, she vowed to live in chaste widowhood for the rest of her days.

It pleased the Almighty to try His zealous handmaid most painfully. The nobility made 
the brother of the deceased Landgrave regent, and accused the holy princess of having impover-
ished the state by her charity to the poor. Under this pretext, they deprived her of all her posses-
sions, and banished her from the Court, with three children, a son and two daughters. Her former 
vassals, fearing to draw upon themselves the disfavor of the new government, durst not give her 
lodgings. Even the hospitals, which she herself had founded, were closed against her. Hence she 
had to lodge mostly in a stable and to live on the bread she begged. In such unexpected and more 
than painful circumstances, St. Elizabeth showed a truly heroic, and, to the children of the world, 
incomprehensible strength and patience. She complained to no one of the injustice of the nobility, 
not even to her royal father, who was still living; but rejoiced that she could suffer for the love of 
God. After the first night of her banishment, she went to the Church of the Franciscans and re-
quested them to sing the "Te Deum," or "Great God! we praise thee," to give thanks to God for the 
sorrows with which He had visited her.

The wrongs and outrages which the holy princess suffered, besides her banishment, can 
hardly be described. An old woman, who had formerly received clothing and nourishment from St.
Elizabeth, dared to push her into a pool of stagnant water, in the street, abusing her at the same 
time most shamefully, for not having immediately made way for her. This outrage aroused not in 
the least the wrath of the holy princess; she quietly raised herself out of the pool, cleansed her gar-
ments, and offered herself to the Almighty for more suffering. God did not fail to comfort His 
handmaid in her adversity. Christ appeared to her, during her prayers, encouraged her, and 
promised never to abandon her. After some time, through her father's influence, a dwelling, suit-
able to her rank, was conceded to her, and her dowry was refunded. The Saint immediately used 
one part of the building for a hospital, made her home in the same, and nursed the sick, as if she 
had been a servant, hired to wait upon them. All her spare time was employed in prayer and other 
devout exercises. She also chastised her body by fasting and other penances.

At the age of twenty-four years, she learned by revelation, that her end was approaching, 
for which she prepared herself by most devoutly receiving the holy sacraments. She exhorted all 
those who were around her death-bed, to love God with their whole heart and to assist the poor to 
the best of their ability. After this, she continued in prayer, until her soul, richly adorned with 
virtues and merits, went to her Creator, in the year of Our Lord 1231.
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Sunday, November 1  9                                    2  5  th  Sunday After Pentecost  
Confessions    12:30 pm                                             (St. Elizabeth of Hungary, QW)                     
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Sunday, November 26                                  26th  Sunday After Pentecost
Confessions    12:30 pm                               (St. Sylvester, Ab; St. Peter of Alexandria, BM)                    
Holy Mass    1:00 pm 
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MASS INTENTIONS may be submitted to Father for a stipend of $25.00. If you wish a specific
date, please submit well in advance. Mass Intention envelopes are available in the vestibule. 

MEAL VOLUNTEERS: There is a new sign up sheet in the vestibule for the month of November
to help provide Father with a meal-to-go after Mass. Thank You to all those who have been assist-
ing with this Corporal Work of Mercy to feed the hungry; and supporting your parish priest.

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND for May of 2024 is being coordinated by Fr. Benedict
Hughes. Please see flyer in the vestibule and contact Fr. Benedict if interested. 

PRAYER FOR THE POOR SOULS is to be prayed after the Holy Rosary.  The prayer will be in
the pews.

B  ANNS OF MATRIMONY   are announced for the first time for Nathan Rider and Doreen Chris-
tensen. If anyone is aware of any impediment to this marriage, please notify Father. 

CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN MOTHERS – Upcoming Day of Recollection for the 
Confraternity of Christian Mothers will be held Saturday, December 16.

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION: Reminder that Friday, December 8th, the Feast of the Immacu-
late Conception is a Holy day of Obligation. Mass  that day will be at 9:00 am.

CHRISTMAS: Mass will be at midnight this year!

HOLY   SOULS’ REMEMBRANCE:   November is the month dedicated  to the remembrance of
the faithful departed. Special prayers will be offered after all public Masses throughout the month.
Please list those who you wish to have remembered at all the Masses and prayers throughout the
month on the All Souls’ Day Remembrance envelope and return it to the priest or religious Sis-
ters.

FINANCIAL AWARENESS:  FROM THE PARISH BOARD:
For some time the chapel has been struggling at a deficit.  

Please give generously if you can afford to.  

                          Average Weekly Operating Costs:  $590 
                 Average Weekly Collection (year-to-date): $725

               Last Four Collections:   10/22 $1,012  10/29  $522  11/5 $649  11/12  $957

St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Landgravine of
Hesse and Thuringia

(by Father Francis Xavier Weninger, 1876)

St. Elizabeth, a model of devotion and purity to those who live singly, a mirror of love 
and retirement for married people, a most perfect example of patience for widows, and whose 
virtues deserve to be followed by all, high and low, was born in Hungary. She was a daughter of 
Andrew II., King of Hungary, and of Gertrude, daughter of the Duke of Carinthia. According to 
the Roman Breviary, Elizabeth began in early childhood to fear God, and increased in piety with 
age. The walk she loved best of all was going to church, where she prayed with angelic devotion, 
and whence it was a difficult task to bring her home, as her greatest delight consisted in praying. 
At the door of the church, she always took off the jewelled coronet which she wore, and when 
asked why she did this, she replied: "God forbid that I should ever appear with such a crown be-
fore the face of Him who was crowned with thorns, and who, out of love for me, was nailed to the 
cross." She called Mary, the divine Mother, her mother, and entertained great devotion towards St. 
John, the Apostle and Evangelist, whom she chose as the special protector of her chastity. She 
never refused what was asked of her in the name of the Blessed Virgin or in that of St. John. The 
money allotted to her for her recreation, she gave to the poor, requesting them to say the Ave 
Maria. She was an enemy to luxury, vain adornments and idleness. Nature had not only bestowed 
upon her unusual personal beauty, but had also endowed her with great qualities of mind.

In obedience to her parents, she gave her hand to Louis, Landgrave of Hesse and 
Thuringia, and lived with him in continual harmony, her conduct being as blameless in the married
state as it had been during her maidenhood. She gave one hour every night to prayer, and spent the 
day in attendance at the divine service in the church, in devout reading and in working for the 
poor. She always treated her husband with love and respect, and was a model of all virtues to her 
subjects. She watched over her domestics with a most careful eye, in order that they might lead a 
Christian life ; but took always a mother's interest in seeing that their wages were punctually paid. 
She herself carried to the church the princes and princesses to whom she gave birth; and it was her 
custom, on these occasions to lay a rich offering on the Altar, and to give abundant alms to the 
poor. Under her royal robes, she continually wore a garment of hair-cloth.

For the sick and the forsaken she had more than a mother's care and solicitude. She 
erected a hospital in which she nursed the sick and sheltered orphans; besides feeding nine hun-
dred poor people, every day, at the palace, and sending alms to the dwellings of those who were 
ashamed to beg. She also visited the sick in their houses, and served them most tenderly even 
when they were leprous. She kissed their hands and feet, and encouraged them to patience. Never 
did a poor person leave her without receiving alms, and more than once, when she had no money 
with her, she gave away the veil from her head. She did not hesitate even to mend the clothes of 
the needy, and during a severe famine, gave all her corn to the sufferers. In one word, she did not 
neglect anything that Christian charity could do; so that she was universally called the mother of 
the poor.                                                                                                             (Continue next page)
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